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St Thomas Wells, with the Horringtons 

   Fifth Sunday of Easter  
      Sunday May 3rd 2026 

 
 

 

Hymn 
(Tune: Michael) 

All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew,     

me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone  
calls my heart to be his own. 
 

Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil he buildeth, 
tower and temple, fall to dust. 
But God’s power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 

God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought; 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore, from his store 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 
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Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising  
for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all; 
ye who follow shall not fall. 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Day 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

The First Reading                       Acts 7.55-60  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Standing before the high priest and the council, Stephen, filled with 

the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and 
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive 
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my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died. 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

 The Second Reading               1 Peter 2.2-10 

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it 

you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the 

Lord is good.  

 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 

and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be 
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it 

stands in scripture: 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’  
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 

believe, 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the very head of the corner’,  
and 

‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
   and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 

destined to do.  
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 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 

who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.  

Once you were not a people, 

   but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 

   but now you have received mercy. 
 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

 

Hymn (Tune: Savannah)                 

Love's redeeming work is done, 
fought the fight, the battle won: 
lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er, 
lo, he sets in blood no more! 
 

Lives again our glorious King; 
where, O death, is now thy sting? 

Dying once, he all doth save; 
where thy victory, O grave? 

 

Soar we now where Christ has led, 
following out exalted Head; 
made like him, like him we rise, 
ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
praise to thee by both be given 

thee we greet triumphant now; 
hail, the Resurrection thou!  
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Gospel Reading                     John 14.1-14  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you 

know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, 
‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.’  

 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 

to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me 

does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 

in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also 

do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 

because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my 

name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 

you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord      

Praise to you O Christ 
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Hymn  (Tune Two Oaks) 
 
                                                      
Let us build a house where love can dwell  

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell  

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 
all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God’s children dare to seek 

to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness  

and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
 
all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach  

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  

and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
 
all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
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Let us build a house where all are named,  

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter,  

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

 

all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. (x2) 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ  

is the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, 

to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn  (Tune: Aurelia) 

 

 The Church's one foundation 

 is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
 she is his new creation, 
 by water and the word; 
 from heaven he came and sought her 

 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her,  
 and for her life he died. 
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 Elect from every nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation, 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with every grace endued. 
 

 Mid toil and tribulation, 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 

 of peace for evermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 

 her longing eyes are blessed, 
 and the great Church victorious  
 shall be the Church at rest. 
 

 Yet she on earth hath union 

 with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 

 with those whose rest is won. 
 O happy ones and holy!  Lord,  
 give us grace that we 

 like them, the meek and lowly, 
 on high may dwell with thee.   

 


